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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Massachusetts. General Court. Special Commission Relative to Divorce. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 50 
Extent: 1 box (1 linear foot) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Special Commission Relative to Divorce 
Records. State Library of Massachusetts Special Collections. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Provenance: Received from Senator Michael LoPresti, Jr., June, 1992. 
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Claire Goodwin, January, 1993. Updated by Abigail 
Cramer, May, 2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents the Special Commission’s activities in its efforts to 
investigate the divorce process in the Commonwealth and make recommendations for revision to 
the process. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
This collection documents the Divorce Commission’s activities, from information gathering to 
drafting legislation. The materials include the working files of Senator Michael LoPresti, Jr., co-
chairman of the Commission from 1985 to 1989. The collection includes correspondence, 
meeting minutes, memos, surveys, notes, questionnaires, interim reports, proposed legislation, 
and related reports from agencies involved with divorce. The collection also includes background 
information on the topic of divorce. 
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HISTORICAL NOTE 
The Special Commission Relative to Divorce was established by the Massachusetts State 
Legislature through Chapter 14 of the Resolves of 1984. The Commission was charged with 
investigating the divorce process in order to make legislative recommendations which would 
lessen the emotional and economic hardship of divorce on families. The Commission began its 
work in June, 1985. During its first year, the Commission consisted of 16 members, including Co-
chairman Senator Michael LoPresti, Jr. and Co-chairwoman Representative Barbara E. Gray. 
The Divorce Commission divided into five subcommittees to examine specific issues related to 
divorce. The subcommittees were: Children’s Issues (which dealt with custody, visitation, and 
services to children of divorcing parents), Court Personnel (which dealt with training, continuing 
education and support services for various Probate Court personnel), Courtroom Procedures 
(which dealt with the court process), Financial Decisions (which dealt with the division of property 
and spousal support issues), and Initial Procedures (which dealt with alternatives to litigation and 
the informational needs of divorcing people). Two reports were issued by the Commission: 
“Interim Report of the Special Commission Relative to Divorce” (October, 1986), which described 
the process by which the Commission pinpointed areas in need of change, and “Divorce: Is All 
This Pain Necessary?” (1987), which included the legislative, budgetary, and educational 
recommendations of the commission. In addition to the research conducted by the various 
subcommittees, public hearings were held in 1988 and 1989 to allow audience testimony and 
suggestions for divorce reform. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The materials are arranged in their original order, which was determined by Senator LoPresti’s 
office. 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
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Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Immediate Source of Acquisition 
This collection was received from Senator Michael LoPresti, Jr., June, 1992. 
 
Container List 
 
Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 Commission background ca. 1985-1989 
2 Interested parties, for serving as Commission members ca. 1985-1989 
3 Senator LoPresti, Jr.: correspondence and memos ca. 1985-1989 
4 Correspondence ca. 1985-1989 
5-7 Minutes, memos, and meeting updates ca. 1985-1989 
8 Subcommittees ca. 1985-1989 
9 Children’s Issues Subcommittee: minutes and memos ca. 1985-1989 
10 Court Personnel Subcommittee: minutes and memos ca. 1985-1989 
11 Courtroom Procedures Subcommittee: minutes and 
correspondence 
ca. 1985-1989 
12-15 Financial Decisions Subcommittee: minutes and correspondence ca. 1985-1989 
16 Financial Decisions Subcommittee: Interim Report Oct. 1987 
17 Financial Decisions Subcommittee: alimony bill ca. 1985-1989 
18-19 Initial Procedures Subcommittee: minutes and correspondence ca. 1985-1989 
20 Interim Report Oct. 1, 1986 
21 Second Interim Report (Family Services) ca. 1985-1989 
22 Pamphlets ca. 1985-1989 
23 Press releases ca. 1985-1989 
24 Questionnaire, judges' letters ca. 1985-1989 
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25 Court visits, judges' questions and answers ca. 1985-1989 
26 Public hearing, East Boston June 21, 1988 
27 Public hearing  Sept., 1989 
28 Public hearing, Framingham ca. 1985-1989 
29 Proposed legislation, letters to Probate Judges ca. 1985-1989 
30 MBA legislation ca. 1985-1989 
31-32 Legislation 1987-1989 
33 Alimony project, Ruth Budd ca. 1985-1989 
34 Pilot mediation project ca. 1985-1989 
35 Divorce laws, Massachusetts ca. 1985-1989 
36 Archdiocese of Boston ca. 1985-1989 
37 Report (Special Commission on Probate and Family Court 
Procedures) 
1980 
38 Commission on the Unmet Legal Needs of Children, 
correspondence 
ca. 1985-1989 
39 Special Commission on Violence Against Children, 
correspondence 
ca. 1985-1989 
40 Conference Committee ca. 1985-1989 
41 Child Support Commission, report Oct., 1985 
42 Child Custody Research Project (Harvard University) ca. 1985-1989 
 
